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SHOW ME, TELL ME

BATTERY
identify battery, positive and negative terminals, wire running to ignition so when you turn the key, the battery starts the engine,

ENGINE COOLENT
identify engine coolant header tank. Filled with antifreeze and ideally distilled water. Antifreeze so that in the winter it doesn’t freeze and turn to ice(possibly cracking engine block) and also in the summer acts as summer coolant (i.e cools down faster than just water on its own). Contains anti corrosion properties too, to help prevent rusting in the system. Identify maximum and minimum markings on header tank making sure level is between the two.   CHECK WEEKLY

ENGINE OIL
identify dipstick. To check, pull out dipstick, wipe clean with a rag/cloth, reinsert fully and pull out again. Check that the level of oil is between max and min markings. Make sure engine is cold and car parked on level ground.

Identify oil filler cap, unscrew and add oil in small amounts, give it plenty of time (10mins) to settle down and recheck dipstick regularly. Oil is needed to lubricate the wearing parts in the engine and without oil, the engine would seize up. Check with owner’s manual for recommended oil. CHECK WEEKLY and before long journey

WINDSCREEN

WASHERS
Identify tank/bottle. Every few days in the winter especially,  top up with screenwash to ensure full. It is a legal requirement to be able to spray water on the window to clean it.  screenwash contains antifreeze properties thus helping to stop it freezing in the winter. Also has a detergent to remove traffic film from the windscreen. CHECK WEEKLY (AT LEAST)

BRAKES
identify brake fluid reservoir. Indicate max and min markings. Rock car slightly to show the level of the fluid.  If below the min marking, brakes wont work efficiently as normal, possibly not at all! If needs fixing, call mobile mechanic to come and sort out, or ring a garage and get them to come and collect the car to sort it…….NEVER DRIVE IT TO A GARAGE!!!  CHECK WEEKLY

STEERING
you can tell if a car has power steering if you feel how hard the wheel is to turn before the engine is running, then start the engine and feel it again. If it goes lighter then it has.  You can tell if there is a problem with the steering if the wheel feels ‘LUMPY’ when cornering. ALSO WARNING LIGHT MAY APPEAR IN REV COUNTER DIAL
TYRES
PRESSURES—use a tyre gauge, remove dust cap put on gauge see what pressure it is. Refer to owner’s manual for recommended pressures. Increase or decrease pressures accordingly. Replace dust cap.  CHECK WEEKLY

TREAD DEPTH---the minimum tread depth of a tyre is 1.6mm across the central three quarters of the breadth of the tyre, and around the entire outer circumference. 3 ways to check---Take to a garage to get tyres checked, use a tread depth gauge, use the WEAR BARS on the tyre tread itself. The wear bars are across the tyre, they are 1.6mm height, so when the tread runs flush with them, time to change them. Wouldn’t recommend letting them run that far down though, would personally say 2mm. CHECK WEEKLY

GENERAL CONDITION---look on a daily basis for cuts,  scrapes, blebs, bulges, sticks, stones, nails etc.. any foreign discrepancies

CATALYTIC

CONVERTOR
is found in the exhaust system. Its job is to try and filter out as much of the harmful gases as possible before they go out of the exhaust and into our lovely fresh air.

LIGHTS AND INDICATORS
(IGNITION ON, NOT ENGINE RUNNING THOUGH!!!!)
Side lights, turn control one click, get out and ask the examiner

to follow you and show him. Front of car
Main lights headlights, turn control two clicks, get out and ask the examiner to follow you and show him. Front of car
Full beam, put on main lights as above and then push indicator stalk away from you, blue light will come on dashboard, get out and ask the examiner to follow you and show him. Front of car
Tail lights, put on either side lights or headlights and the tail lights are found on the back of the car, again, get out and ask the examiner to follow you and show him. Rear of car
If the examiner asks to see all indicators are working, push hazard switch.  Ask the examiner to follow you, as you walk them round the car identify each bulb.  6 in total
If the examiner asks to see your left or right indicators only are working, move the indicator stalk the correct way.  Get out and ask the examiner to follow you and show him.  3 each side
If the examiner to see if your reverse lights are working Select reverse gear, get out and ask the examiner to follow you and show him.  Make sure engine IS NOT!!! Running.  Rear of car
If the examiner asks to see the fog light, put on headlights (two clicks right) and pull same control out 2 clicks, orange symbol will show next to control for rear(orange symbol) and also front fog lights will also be on(green symbol).  Get out and ask the examiner to follow you and show him (showing rear fog light 1st).  You would use the fog light if visibility is less than 100metres

Brake lights – to check your brake lights are working if you are on your own, you could reverse up to a reflective surface, i.e. garage door, shop window, van or even another car, push your brake pedal down and look for the reflection, or use umbrella or brick or summit in car to wedge pedal down.,
HORN
To check your horn is working, you are not allowed to use the horn between 11.30pm and 7.00am in a built up area, unless to alert others of your presence if they pose a danger.

HANDBRAKE
To check for excessive wear, fully apply the handbrake, making sure it secures the car, you could do this on an incline, then check that the lever is not at the end of its working travel,(ie.it doesn’t pull up ridiculously high)
FOOTBRAKE
With engine off, pump up footbrake a few times until it goes hard.  If it doesn’t go hard and still feels spongy, then get the brakes checked out.


Just after moving off, check brake is working.


Whilst driving make sure that the car is not pulling to one side when braking, the car should brake in a straight line
DE-MISTER
The rear de-mister button is found in the centre  of the dashboard next to the hazard warning button.  Use this to clear steamed up rear window

HEAD RESTRAINT
to set up, centre of head should lie in centre of the head restraint,(ie. Top of ear in middle of head restraint).  Adjust it by pushing it up, hold button in to adjust downwards while pushing down

ABS
identify warning light on dashboard, put ignition on it can be seen in speedometer 
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